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Together We Strive

The most important thing within a group is undoubtedly team spirit.
Because of this, we have set our theme as "Together We Strive, Unitedly
We Thrive"”. We believe that we Young Envoys could make changes
around the world; to get people united for children in Gansu, Viet Nam,
and for children worldwide. Therefore we tried very best to unite
together and treat everybody equally.

The idea was inspired by a quote from classic Chinese novel Water
Margin, “things become difficult when people do not get united.” In the
big family of Young Envoys Programme 2012, each of us is like a puzzle
of a giant picture — any missing piece makes the picture incomplete. All
our diverse talents can make our goals more reachable!

Since the orientation day until the field visits to Gansu and Viet Nam, all
51 of us encouraged each other and took advantage of everyone's
strength. During these months, we worked as a team. This bond grew
even stronger throughout the year as we took part in drama workshops,
organising school activities, appointment ceremony, advocacy project
and many other activities! What we achieved were far beyond our
expectation, and there is one thing for sure: nothing can be achieved
that well if we do not unite together.

The Young Envoys Programme emphasises mutual participation among
members. In these 10 months, we learned the importance of union. We
are looking forward to the future with everybody unifying for a better
world.

Complex machine is built y simple parts. Each Young Envoy is
like a gearwheel, only by coordination and cooperation can they
be push forward change in %ciet’y to realise children's rights.
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United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
Since 1946, UNICEF has been the world’s leading charity for children, working in over 150 countries
to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.

Our Vision
To be the driving force that helps build a world where the rights of every child are realised

Our Mission
- Advocate for the protection of children’s rights, help meet their basic needs and expand
their opportunities to reach their full potential
- Mobilise political will and material resources to help countries ensure a *first call for
children’ and build their capacity to do so
- Respond in emergencies to relieve the suffering of children and of those who provide their care
- Promote the equal rights of women and girls and support their full participation in the
development of their communities
- Work towards the human development goals, and the peace and social progress enshrined
in the Charter of the United Nations

The Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF (UNICEF HK)

UNICEF HK was formed in 1986 and is one of the 36 National Committees worldwide. The Hong
Kong Committee provides financial support to UNICEF’s projects all over the world and raises public
awareness on UNICEF's work and the condition of children in the developing countries.

UNICEF Young Envoys Programme

UNICEF Young Envoys programme (the Programme) was launched in 1996. It provides a valuable
opportunity for youngsters to explore and experience a starkly contrasting life style in developing
countries. Currently, there are still 1 billion children deprived of the right to grow in the
environment of sufficient nutrition, safe water, sanitation and hygiene facilities, health and
medication services, housing and education. The Programme will enable local youth to understand
more about the state of the children in developing countries. Outstanding Young Envoys will be
selected to visit a developing country.

Objectives

- To cultivate youngsters to be our young leaders to advocate for children's rights

- To raise youngsters' awareness of children in developing countries and enable them to
understand the roles and achievements of UNICEF in improving the lives of children

- To promote the awareness of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

- To develop youngsters' skills in effective leadership, communication and cooperation, and
boost their confidence

- To provide opportunities for students to organise and participate in UNICEF HK's
advocacy and fundraising programmes
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“To unleash the power of young people, we need to partner with them.” said United Nations
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on the International Youth Day 2012. ‘Partnering with
youth’ is not only the theme of the Day, but also the essence of UNICEF Young Envoys
Programme (the Programme). Through the Programme, we aim to provide youngsters
unique learning experiences and inspire them to be advocates of children’s rights.

Child rights advocacy is a challenging subject in Hong Kong. United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child has been enforced in Hong Kong for 18 years, but public awareness
and support are far from satisfactory. It is hard to pick up someone on the street who can
correctly name the four basic rights for children. Therefore we created the Programme to
offer development opportunities to youngsters who care about the society, train them to
disseminate children’s rights to different walks of life, and encourage more child
participation in the society.

This year, 51 young people were appointed as UNICEF Young Envoys after a 10-month
training programme. Other than exploring various child-related issues, Young Envoys also
visited Gansu in China, Dien Bien and Kon Tum in Vietnam to understand the living
conditions of underprivileged children and women as well as UNICEF's work in developing
countries. All these experiences have broadened their horizons and given them new
perspectives on lives.

We have trained over 850 Young Envoys since the inception of the Programme in 1996. I
believe, 'if we continue to partner with youth, we can take a great leap forward in children’s
rights to participation in Hong Kong.” At the same time, the achievements made by the
Programme can inspire more similar partnership with youth in Hong Kong to build a better
world for children.

Wish our Young Envoys every success in advocating for children’s rights. May I take this
opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd. for their
generous support in the last five consecutive years. Also, my heartfelt thanks to our
colleagues from UNICEF China and UNICEF Vietnam for their kind assistance to facilitate the
field visits.

This publication captures the important moments of UNICEF Young Envoys Programme
2012. May I invite you to feel the joy and excitement of our Young Envoys as you read the

publication.

Yours sincerely,

P

Judy Chen
Chairman
Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF
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AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd. and its subsidiaries are principally engaged in provision of
consumer credit finance services, which include the issuance of credit cards, and insurance broking and
agency business.

Guided by AEON Group's corporate philosophy of “pursuit of peace, respect for humanity and
contribution to local communities”, we actively support and promote charitable community projects
and activities in both Hong Kong and China, especially in the areas of environmental protection,
education and cultural exchange. We also promote social contribution through business activities, such
as issuing of Charity Cards where a portion of its sales will be donated to charitable organizations,
using AEON bonus points for donations to charities, and making donations through AEON Credit Cards.
Through the above means, we deliver the goodwill of our company and many customers to charitable
organisations.

It is our pleasure to support UNICEF Young Envoys Programme for five consecutive years. The
Programme, through a series of training workshops, in-school and community programs, has
successfully appointed 268 Young Envoys in the past five years. By sponsoring this unique Programme,
we sincerely hope the youth of Hong Kong would understand more about the sufferings and needs of
the underprivileged children in developing countries; and encourage them to show their care to the
needy.
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Introduction of UNICEF Young Envoys 2012
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Introduction of UNICEF Young Envoys 2012
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Timeline
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Being a Young Envoy, it is crucial to understand the
basic rights of children worldwide. In the two
workshops of “Understanding UNICEF”, the potential
Young Envoys had to discuss issues related to the
rights of children and the trainers explained UNICEF’s
work all around the world. They also learned about
the Convention on the Rights of the Child
through role play and presentations.
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‘Drama In Education’

Workshop

JANUARY 2012
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Through engaging in the
workshop, the potential Young
were able to learn their strengt
weaknesses. They also learr
appreciate themselves and be
confident in their abilities. The
the workshop was to get the p«
Young Envoys prepared for the
projects, such as school projec
field visits.
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The Orientation Day was the first activity of the Young
Envoys Programme 2012. Its aims were to help potential
Young Envoys adapt to the Programme and to make new
friends. On that day, trainers and members of the Young
Envoys Club led the potential Young Envoys to participate
in various ice-breaking and team-building games.
Everybody was eager to take part. All potential Young
Envoys set their goals and commit themselves in
completing the Programme throughout the year.
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To continue our journey...
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Advocacy Project
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On the --Retrgat Day, the potential Young Envoys
were able to slow down to review their
experiences in the half If year of training and share
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On 29-30 December 2011, we joyfully welcomed the
leadership training camp which we had been looking forward
for long. Nevertheless the training camp was not as relaxing
and playful as we imagined. Instead, it was rather
challenging.

On the first day, we experienced all challenges on the
ground...

We carried out lots of team challenges on the lawn of the
campsite. We needed to compete against time and finish as
many missions as we could. Through those activities, we
learned the importance of listening and time management,
as we needed to summarise every one's opinion to get a final
plan.

On the second day, the challenges went beyond the ground...

The even harder challenges could not be accomplished with
just one person. After the individual training at the rope
course, trainers gave us a mission: all of us had to climb over
a 16-feet high wall with bare hands. Striving to complete the
mission, we learned that one’s strength might be insufficient;
but adding up strength of every member of the team could
make things work. Although we failed to finish the task
within time limit, we truly learned the importance of unity,
determined to be more united and active in the team of
Young Envoys 2012.
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School Projects
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After months of training, we finally gained a

thorough understanding of children’s rights.

We came up with creative ways of delivering

these messages to our schoolmates to raise 4 &=
their awareness on children’s rights and . kﬁ -
UNICEF's work in improving living conditions I i |

of children worldwide. > ‘ ! \
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unicef &
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Young Envoys produced display board to promote children’s rights and
the message of ‘Zero child suffering’.
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To spread the message, Young Envoys held presentations on children’s rights and UNICEF's works
in developing countries during assembly or classes.
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Young Envoys organised experiential day camp, in which participants tried to imagine and experience
the everyday life of children in developing countries. Participants committed to treasure what they
have and to make contributions for children worldwide.
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Joint-School Projects
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Children’s Rights Public Speech Competition

On 12 May 2012, we held a joint-school Children’s Right Public Speech Competition. The event aimed
at providing a platform for students to voice their opinions about the children’s issues in developing
countries and to promote UNICEF’s work. Holding such an event was absolutely a tough challenge, the
heavy workloads were beyond our expectations. Luckily, with the leadership and communication skills
learned in the training, we cooperated well and led the event to a success. We also learned to be
considerate and to work as a team.

Watching the contestants presenting their speeches, we had learnt a lot too. We wish this competition
can become a starting point for students to pay more attention on children’s rights and issues, joining
hands to create a better future for children.
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Joint-School Day Camp on Child Trafficking

A joint-school Day Camp was held with theme of anti-child trafficking. Through engaging games,
such as detective games and drama showcase, participants were able to learn about the alarming
issue of child trafficking.

There were also public speaking and photography contests during the day camp, through which the
participants may reflect on the issue and learn about four basic children’s rights, including rights to
survival, development, protection and participation. All activities were designed and organised by the
nine potential Young Envoys.

Organising the day camp was an enriching experience for the organising committee as well. Having
encountered many difficulties throughout the preparation period, we learned that every member
played an important role in the team. Through arguments, we learned to be considerate, to listen
and to respect other’s opinions.
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Joint-School Projects

“Click.Rights”
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“Click.Rights”
Photography Competition

This year’s Young Envoys organised the
“Click.Rights” Photography Competition
to raise public awareness of children’s
rights. We had teenagers all over Hong
Kong “clicking” their cameras and
sending in snapshots with the theme of
“Right to know, Know our rights.”

By uploading submitted photos to
Facebook for public viewing, our
message successfully reached more
than 8,500 people.

This project, being a wonderful
opportunity to practise leadership,
management, organisation,
cooperation and problem- solving skills,
all members of the "“Click.Rights”
Committee were greatly benefited. Best
of all, we realised that we students
could actually make a positive impact to
move forward.

e for 2012 competition

e for 2012 competition

affigidl facebook page for 2012 competition affigidl Ficebook page for 2012 competition offigial facebook page for 2012 competition

offigiaifecebook page for 2012 competition offigial¥acebook page for 2012 competition offigiil ficebook page for 2012 competition
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Being content W|th what you have leads to true happiness.

click. rights
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This photo was taken in a rural village in

Indonesia, and this little boy hoped that he

could be as free as the bird and be able to
travel around the world when he grew up.
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Children in those Iless-developed nations are
underprivileged. So poor that they aren't even
well-protected. All those child labour and prostitution
are purely unfair to them. Sufficient medical services
and education do not reach them. Let's help them and
make them less worried in every single day.
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Advocacy Project
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Young Envoys carried out street interview for 700 citizens, to acknowledge the
situation about children’s participation in decision making at home.
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We chose ‘children’s participation in decision making’ as the theme of our advocacy
project, to investigate children’s participation in matters that affect them in daily life.
It is common for parents nowadays to wish for their children becoming successful
people. They arrange many extra-curricular activities for their children and may decide
everything without seeking the prior agreement from their children. As UNICEF Young
Envoys, we decided to dig deep and find the roots to this problem by understanding the
reasons of its causes and arouse public awareness towards the children’s right to
participation in decision making.

We first gathered information in a professional perspective through secondary sources
as well as interviews with experts in different fields such as child development. We then
strengthened our understanding by creating our own primary source of data through
surveys which were given out to approximately 800 parents and children, and through
analyses of these results. To our surprise, we discovered that there are still 20%
parents dominate the decision making process about children’s issue without seeking
children’s opinion.

We believe that effective communication would enable children to become more capa-
ble of making choices in their own lives along with their parents, and therefore came
up with the slogan "Children involvement makes better decisions" as the focus of our
street advocacy that is to be done in Causeway Bay in September, through which we
sincerely wish children's voices can be heard and listened to!

U4 1L - -

-:' : F. i
REIRBEE  RBEEZ TR

Interview scholar, to enrich the understanding
toward the topic.

T e 4

. PO S

B y-a

-

! -. gt ! ';-3_"4:_:';',.95;Lf£' L




28 EFEREEE

Appointment Ceremony
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On 27 May, with the company of our theme song, all of us received the certificate of appointment at
Kwun Tong Christian Family Service Centre and formally became the new Young Envoys, shouldering
the mission as the "Child Rights Advocates”.

On that day, we were honored to have representatives from AEON Credit Services (Asia) Co. Ltd.,
which sponsored the Young Envoys programme as our guests. Together with the council members of
UNICEF HK, all our guests witnessed and affirmed our effort over the months.

“"Hands in hands, heart to heart, let our dream of ZERO start” was the theme this year. As Young
Envoys, we committed to unite together and take the lead in advocating children’s rights and UNICEF's
belief of “Believe In Zero”.

Coming to the end of the ceremony, we performed a musical that narrated the training activities we
had experienced over the year. By the end of the performance, all Young Envoys joined in the chorus
and sang the theme song written by us - I Believe.

“Together We Strive, Unitedly We Thrive.” We have got to make an effort to change the world!
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During the week at Gansu, we visited many places like medical centers, secondary schools, primary schools
and kindergartens. We appreciated of the persistent effort of local personnel in supporting and
implementing UNICEF's projects which greatly improved the welfare and situation of children and women
there.

Shao Yu Gao He Primary School

On the third day, we went to Shao Yu Gao He Primary School. Although the weather was not good as we
had expected, we still got to proceed our journey. The heavy rain turned the only way to the school into a
mud road. Spoiled kids like us grumbled about the muddy road, because every step we took was like
walking on super glue. In contrast, children in Gansu climb this mountainous road day after day to attend
school. We were much impressed by their strong perseverance.

Long Men Village

We also visited Long Men Village on the sixth day. The villagers were very friendly, their happy faces were
what we could not forget even few months after the field visit. In the village, we visited their homes and
farmlands to learn more about their living condition and the state of maternal health. We were glad to know
they had accepted the new mind set which includes laboring at hospital and sanitation standards. Changing
mindset was no doubt a breakthrough to them, while it is all for the benefit and development of next
generation.
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Taoli Kindergarten

With limited resources and comparatively low living standard, setting up and running a school in rural
area of Gansu is never an easy task; Taoli Kindergarten is the best example. While Principal Liu of Taoli
Kindergarten has been facing financial pressure for years, he still determined and devoted himself to
provide quality early childhood education to left-behind children, with the belief in “knowledge changes
destiny”. With the support of the Local Action for Rural Children Programme (LARC) of UNICEF, the
learning environment has been impressively improved with the adaptation of “child-friendly” approach,
improvement in sanitation facilities and setting up of a library. Principal Liu and teachers realised that
spoon-feed education was not the best way to educate students. Therefore, they are enthusiastic to

make a change by adopting the interactive approach for the best sake of the children.

Principal Liu, in all his might, contributed himself to bring hopes to the children; the left-behind children
are granted a warm and caring “home” though their parents are not around. Not only the students there
are embraced, we were inspired astonishingly by his devotion.

It may not be possible for us to contribute the children in need concretely at the moment, but seed was
deeply buried in our heart. We believe with a united stance and a well-prepared soul, as we grow older
and wiser, the seed will grow and thrive in our heart someday.

i, e &
W 49 pas
AR e evee

——

#...'




32

EEtXD AR 7TIHER - ABLEERERLUE - L2ENREEMBBIE - THRAREZEZERE
BZ - BEMNBENLSERALMBELR  RELKBE—XREPEMMN - NEZBCHMERKANLE -
BEMRMPIH B2 ZEIZG -

il

R 24 - REMZEMWEMIVEROITEHM - BREESHERNBREBES 2B RTASH ; B
RTHF K  NBHFHSENER - SEZMRTUZSMAVER - FREERER - MEGTELEY -
NS EERST - RAENEERE - EEREBRZED - HMAEEE TAIABANKSE - ARIVRAR
SUNICEFEEZERIRR - W1 "BEER, - "BRHERRtE. - "ARERSER, K"K E
iﬁ%ﬂﬁii; % U rHRERREBRNAMBINER ZExENELERENEERIEE—RAEALIR
WER  BREBERMEREREZE REUNICEFNBEMEMBENE S - HMBR TARMAN - &
B —tEZ20LIER -

UG - AR OBEZER - K& - BMBUGT RUNICEFERS %k%EI—IﬁBP.EﬁJZ- PEZARENRERE
- BREERENRM  THRRZF—MHHH - HEZRZERNE—77 -

During these seven days of the trip, we visited many schools which are built in the remote hilly areas and found
the local students never give up to go to school although they have to travel far, sometimes trudge through the
mud in rainy days just because they believe that knowledge can change their lives. I deeply appreciated their
passion and eagerness to learn.

We were also moved by the principals and teachers’ passion in teaching. One of the principals said that it is really
hard to run a school and they have to face lots of difficulties such as a lack of resources. However, he still works
very hard for the best of the next generations. Besides, one of the teachers said that becoming a teacher is his
dream. He is really delighted that his dream comes true and he will definitely persevere with the meaningful
work even he does not get a good pay.

Throughout the trip, we gained a deeper understanding of UNICEF’s work in rural area of China through different
projects such as 'Child-Friendly School’, ‘Early Childhood Education Programme’, ‘Conditional Cash Transfer
Programme’, and '‘Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Programme’. We also understood the goals and objectives
behind these projects. Although there is still a long way to go, we can see the effect and potential impact of the
projects due to UNICEF’s effort.

Last but not least, we hope that everyone can keep being passionate to help the others. We will also maintain
our passion and strive for the betterment of children.
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Ms. Yu has been working for UNICEF for over 20 years, wholeheartedly to
serve children.
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How do we define it? Is it scoring full marks in an exam? Is it being promoted and have a salary rise? Or
to own the latest smartphone? To Hong Kong people like us, maybe these are our measurements of
happiness. But to children living in the rural areas of Gansu, what they need is just a chance to be with
their families, even a warm smile can make their day. Recalling what the principal of Taoli Kindergarten
told us during our visit to their campus was that most students are forced to separate with their parents.
Their parents have all gone to the cities to work while their children were left behind at home with the
elderly. How can children live happily when their parents are not even by their side? Not to mention that
the living standard in the villages is not desirable, we all question how is it quite possible that they can
live happily?

But the truth is that they are, in fact, living happier than most, if not all of us.

Only after interacting with them and learning more about their lives that we realised that, in their eyes,
happiness is not measured by the amount of money they have or the things they own, to them,
happiness is far simpler. To them, happiness is to be grateful for what they own, what they live with. How
ironic it is we often feel unhappy even our living standard is far better than those children who lives in
the rural villages. Through conversations with them, we realised that it is actually very simple to be
happy. We also learned from these children that the frustration we met in daily lives mostly depends on
the way we thought. They can face challenges positively, why can’t we do the same?
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Field Visit to Dien Bien, Viet Nam
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Ma Thi Ho Commune Health Centre

Getting off the bus after a three-hour ride, we finally arrived at
Ma Thi Ho Commune, where we were about to begin a day
around the mountain regions. We had to walk through a soiled
path to get to the health centre, but the soil became a thick
layer of mud that sank our shoes, making each step hard to
climb up to the mountain. While we were walking with our
sneakers, the locals ran around with their half-broken slipper
and we felt quite ashamed of ourselve. After half an hour of
difficult walk, we reached the health centre which provides
basic medical services, maternal checkups, educational talks
and outreach services. Nevertheless, because of the long and
rugged road, not many people are willing to take such a long
trip for checkup.

Maternal Checkups

There are generally two types of checkup in the health centre:
prenatal examinations and regular checkup for children. The
centre was not equipped with advanced X-Rays or ultrasonic
waves, but only with basic equipments such as measuring
scales, measuring tapes, blood pressure measurers to monitor
mother’s health. As for children, they were simply put on a
scale that we can see in wet markets in Hong Kong. Afterward,
their weights will be recorded and compared to the weight
standard. Unlike children in Hong Kong, children here are not
obese.
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Education Talks on Nutritious Diet

Twice a month, health workers trained by UNICEF will organise education talks to educate mothers preparing
nutritious food with simple ingredients for their infants, so as to improve the general situation of malnutrition
in children. The centre encourages mothers to breastfeed their babies for the first six months. For infants aged
from six months old to two years old, in addition to breastfeeding, supplementary stirred food such as beans,
corn, pumpkin and fish are recommended which are good for children’s health.

Health Care Services

After another long ride, we took 1.5 hours to visit the “nearest” village. These scarce services makes us wonder
how long the locals would take to get there, especially when they are in immediate need of the help. “"Doctors”
here were busily injecting vaccines for children, and we could not believe that they have such a systematic
medical records for children. Most surprisingly, these “doctors” were trained health care volunteers only, who
are enthusiastic to help the children in remote villages .We all were touched! After the visit, one of us even
decided to take part in humanitarian work to help children in need. Also, we burst out laughing when we saw
a little boy who wet his pants just because he was too frightened to receive injection!

BREIMEREEGREERE LB/ NBAREEEE
Local health mobile team is preparing vaccination for
children in remote area
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Dien Bien Phu Social Protection Centre

The increasing number of orphans leads to an escalating demand of social protection centre, which is also
known as orphanage. To ensure the environment of centres are good for children’s development, the
local government set up an official Minimum Standards of Care for Institutions; centers must provide
playgrounds to protect children’s rights to play, that foster their development. We can never imagine the
advantages of setting up a playground.

We visited two social protection centres that day. The first one is far below the standard while the second
one is far beyond that. The difference was obviously shown on the children’s face: children in the second
centre looked happier and more energetic! The reason lies on the “home-based” operation: each
“mother” will take care of 10 homeless children. It is hard to forget that the moment when the happy
little kids grabbed our hands and showed us around every little corner of their “home”.

Playing with them in a sunny day and seeing those beautiful smiles on their faces was definitely a
. beautiful scene. The language difference was not a barrier for us to know each other.
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Sunflower Support Network (SSN)

HIV/AIDS is very common in Dien Bien. Women who are infected with HIV/AIDS through unsafe sex or
their husbands who are drug addicts. To help these women make their own living, the Sunflower
Support Network (SSN) was founded to provide these women with both physical, psychological as well
as financial support.

We were fortunate enough to be able to visit a family under the assistance of the SSN. The SSN would
raise funds in different ways to offer loans for women. Hence, women may be able to run small business
such as selling rabbits for a living. The circulating system enable SSN to help more families in need. A
woman from a family which received help said a rabbit which costs US$5 will then worth US$10 as
selling price within four months. The income is already enough for a family. When they were asked
about why their husbands do not kick drugs, the women sadly told us that nobody had succeeded in
doing so. Despite knowing the harmful consequences of taking drugs in their young age, many people
are still addicted to drugs as they live nearby the regions where there are strong presence of drugs.

Possibly because of misunderstandings, women infected with HIV/AIDS are often discriminated. They
are even victims, but why can’t the society try to accept them?
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Social Protection Centre

We were all sad when we arrived the Social Protection Centre. We
saw children in shabby clothes looking curious towards us.
Suddenly, a song was on and children from the centre sang and
dance to welcome us. We were am cheered up by that fantastic
welcoming. Later, we met children suffering from the harmful
consequences of "Agent Orange” (a chemical weapon used by US in
Viet Nam War), some of them were physically impaired, and some
even had to lie on bed in the lifetime...

Those children who were older and healthier would help weaving
nets, making brooms and toothpicks to help earn a living in the
centre, where provided treatments for physically-disabled children.
Even though we were all from different background, we had a
delightful time playing games and singing with the children. In this
visit, we realised that they need care and respect instead of
sympathy.

.........
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Children who lives there perform for us
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Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition

We visited a regional clinic in Kon Tum to learn about the condition of maternal health of local women and
children. There were many mothers carrying their children in arms, lining up for various health care
services and checkups. The usage of the health care services was high because the cost was supported by
the government, especially in maternal care and regular checkups. The nurse demonstrated how to
examine children’s health with a measuring tape. If the circumference of a child’s arm is less than 11.5
cm, it would be considered as malnutrition. They usually visit the centre once a week for checkups and a
nutritious Hebi energy bar, which has 500 calories and many essential nutrients such as protein,
carbohydrates and vitamins for children who is suffered from malnutrition.

This project of Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition was launched since July 2011. There are

eight more regional clinics scattered around the Kon Tum Province apart from the one we had visited. If a
_ case of acute malnutrition is reported, the patient would be transferred to Kon Tum Hospital for further
& diagnosis and treatment. Apart from basic health care services, the centre also promotes breastfeeding
\¢, and HIV/AIDS prevention through talks.

UNICEF works closely with the local government on providing maternal health trainings to health care _
workers, setting up standards, supplying medical tools, and Hebi energy bars, as well as systematic |
monitoring and effectiveness evaluation.
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Community-Based Child Protection Model

The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (MOLISA) is in charge of community-based child protection in Viet Nam,
aiming to comprehensively strengthen the protection and support to children under sixteen, which many of them
are abandoned. On the fifth day of our visit, we made a visit to the children centre and families to know more
about the implementation of the policy. The children centre was established to educate children of the local
community with positive messages which are good for their development. As the children centre was too small to
accommodate all of us, we went to a kindergarten arranged by the centre. Throughout the conversation, we
noticed that the language difference between the government officials and the local people became a barrier when
it comes to project implementation. At the end of the visit, the children who were very fond of drama performed
us a drama about the bad influences of being addicted to computer games. We enjoyed their enthusiastic
performance.

During the family visit, we came across a 12-year-old boy who was brave enough to share with us his past
experience. He had always been a quick learner who got brilliant academic results. However, he played truant.
Thanks to the Community-Based Child Protection Model, the relationship between him and his mother was
improved. We all could see the importance of the system in building a healthy next generation. Through UNICEF’s
establishment and support of community-based associations for children, the child protection structure can be
strengthened. UNICEF also plays an important role in implementing prevention, intervention and monitoring
system.

Mgt REE
Visit to local children’s club

i L |




EEFEERERBETDY - THEMMIORRT -
Young Envoys interacted with traditional birth
attendants, to get to know their situation.
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Traditional Birth Attendants

Home birth has long been a tradition in Viet Nam. In fact,
more than 90 percent of mothers in Kon Tum Province chose
to give birth to their children at home; therefore, traditional
birth attendants play a vital role in their community.

We came across a 27-year-old pregnant woman who had
given birth to her first two children at home and was about
to have her third child. Despite knowing the risks of
excessive blood loss and bacterial infection, she still
determined to give birth at home in her third laboring. In
these cases, traditional birth attendants became very
important to the maternal and child health. However, there
were only one professional traditional birth attendant and
her two apprentices in the Tu Mo Rong District, which means
the only traditional birth attendant has to be stand-by days
and nights to meet the needs.

To ensure safe laboring, UNICEF equipped traditional birth
attendants with professional skills through systematic
trainings. As informed, up until today, the midwife in the Tu
Mo Rong District has successfully assisted 42 mothers,
delivering 3-4 newborns every month.

In addition, local health care centers work together with
traditional birth attendant to ensure that mothers-to-be
could receive basic pregnancy checkups and optimal care
through home visits.
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Unitedly We Thrive

"From now on, we are one!", that's the last sentence of our theme song
"I Believe", and also our mission - Every children share the same rights
regardless of race, age, gender and family background. As Young
Envoys, we strive for the children’s rights.

During the field visits to China and Vietnam, we discovered that children
there living a simple life will cherish what they have. Children there were
genuine to treat us well, so, are we able to arouse public’s attention on
some children’s rights that are not yet achieved even if we are from
different places?

After almost a year of training, fighting for the basic rights of children
worldwide to create a more child-friendly world has become our common
goal. Even though the programme has come to an end, we will keep our
promise and fulfill our mission.

We believe that, if we join hands together, ZERO child suffering is an
achievable goal!
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“We are helping children not because of compassion; indeed they are born to have the rights!”
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